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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 November 2004 . 
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Art Unit: 2852 

1. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is 
clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

2. Claims 44-49,53-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over De Schamphelaere et al. 762 in view of De Schamphelaere et al. 
'905. 

De Schamphelaere et al. teach an image forming apparatus comprising an 
image forming member 23 on which an electrostatic latent image is formed, a 
developing means 28 for developing the latent image with a developing material 
including toner and carrier, a supply means 33 for supply developer to the 
developing means, a detecting means 37 for detecting the magnetic permeability of 
the developing material, an image data bit counter 53 for counting the number of 
pixels in an image that is developed. The developer can be supplied depending on 
the output of the magnetic permeability detector and/or the image data bit counter. 
A switch 50 switches from the image data bit counter developer supply control mode 
to the magnetic permeability developer supply control mode after a predetermined 
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time period has elapsed (col.3, lines 36) in which image formations are made. This 
predetermined time period is the "running-in" of newly supplied developer material 
and which takes time for the magnetic permeability to stabilize as explained in De 
Schamphelaere et al.'762. De Schamphelaere et al. 762 teach everything claimed 
except switching the developer supply modes depending on the detected magnetic 
permeability information and specifically, if the magnetic permeability does not 
substantially change (difference is zero). 

De Schamphelaere et al. '905 teach an image forming apparatus having a 
developing device which is supplied with a new fresh batch of developer material 
including carrier and toner. As seen in Fig.3, the output of a magnetic permeability 
sensor will stabilize to a value V2 after a predetermined time period n x which is the 
"running-in" period of the developer mix. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to switch the control 
modes in De Schamphelaere et al/762 by either waiting a predetermined time 
period or detecting when the magnetic permeability sensor output stabilizes to a 
level value because these are equivalent concepts as taught in De Schamphelaere et 
al. '905. 

3. Claims 50*52 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Robert Beatty whose telephone number is (571) 
272*2130. The examiner can normally be reached on MF from 9 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Arthur Grimley, can be reached on (571) 272-2136. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is (703) 872*9306. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone 
number is 703-308-1782. 



Robert Beatty 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2852 




January 19, 2005 



